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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)13 Responsive to communicatlon(s) filed on 17 March 2005 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. . 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-12 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-3.6 and 3-12 is/are rejected. 

7) 13 Claim(s) 4.5 and 7 is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an appHcation for patent, pubHshed under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 3, 6, 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Kakiuchi et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication 2004/0051897). 
Regarding claim 1 : 

Kakiuchi discloses a method for correcting scanning signals of an incremental 
position transducer having deviations from ideal signals expected by a 
downstream evaluation unit, comprising: feeding the scanning signals to a 
correction unit in response to a signal request (page 4, section 0057); linking the 
scanning signals in the correction unit to correction data generated in accordance 
with active values of the scanning signals (fig. 7, unit ST31 , St32-ST35, page 4. 
section 0057); and exclusively feeding scanning signals for generating correction 
data to the correction unit for at least one predefined time segment following 
each request of new scanning signals to be corrected (page 5, unit 0060-0061 ). 
Regarding claim 1 1 : 
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Kakiuchi discloses a device for correcting scanning signals of an incremental 
position transducer having deviations from ideal signals expected by a 
downstream evaluation unit, comprising: an arrangement configured to perform a 
method including the steps of: feeding the scanning signals to a correction unit in 
response to a signal request (page 4, section 0057); linking the scanning signals 
in the correction unit to correction data generated in accordance with active 
values of the scanning signals (fig. 7, unit ST31, St32-ST35, page 4, section 
0057); and exclusively feeding scanning signals for generating data to the 
correction unit for at least one predefined time segment following each request of 
new scanning signals to be corrected (page 5, unit 0060-0061). 
Regarding claim 12: 

Kakiuchi discloses a device for correcting scanning signals of an incremental 

■ 

position transducer having deviations from ideal signals expected by a 
downstream evaluation unit, comprising: means for feeding the scanning signals 
to a correction unit in response to a signal request (page 4, section 0057); means 
for linking the scanning signals in the correction unit to correction data generated 
in accordance with active values of the scanning signals (fig. 7, unit ST31, St32- 
ST35, page 4, section 0057); and means for exclusively feeding scanning signals 
for generating data to the correction unit for at least one predefined time segment 
following each request of new scanning signals to be corrected (page 5, unit 
0060-0061). 
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Regarding claim 2, Kakiuchi further discloses checking the signal request by a 
logic device to determine whether the signal request applies to scanning signals 
that are to undergo a correction in the correction unit or to scanning signals for 
generating correction data (page 5, unit 0060-0061); Regarding claim 3, Kakiuchi 
further discloses no signal requests for a predetermined time segment that apply 
to scanning signals to be corrected in the correction unit (page 5, unit 0060- 
0061 ); Regarding claim 6, Kakiuchi further discloses digitizing analog signals of 
the scanning signals before the step of feeding the scanning signals to the 
correction unit (fig. 11, unit ST60, St61); Regarding claim 8, Kakiuchi further 
discloses triggering the signal request by at least one of a microprocessor of the 
correction unit and an external pulse (fig. 1 1 , unit St51 , St52, fig. 1 , unit 22, 1 1 ); 
Regarding claim 9, Kakiuchi further discloses generating the correction data as a 
function of active values of the scanning signals in a microprocessor (fig. 1 , unit 
11); Regarding claim 10, Kakiuchi further discloses correcting the scanning 
signals in accordance with at least one predefined correction algorithm (fig. 1 1 , 
unit St53-St63). 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 4, 5 and 7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected. base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all the 
limitation of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: prior art fail to 
teach: Regarding claim 4, the predefined time segment is shorter than a shortest 
difference in time between two signal requests of new scanning signals to 
be corrected; Regarding claim 5, the signal requests of scanning signals to be 
corrected occur in constant time intervals, the predefined time segment shorter 
than the constant time intervals; Regarding claim 7, the correction unit includes 
feeding at least two scanning signals to be corrected to the correction unit in 
response to request of scanning signals to be corrected, the two scanning 
signals being out-of-phase with each other. 



Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 2, 3, 6 and 8-12, have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. However, 
applicant's arguments filed 3/17/2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tung S Lau whose telephone number is 571-272- 



Application/Control Number: 10/668,481 
Art Unit: 2863 



Page 6 



2274. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
John Barlow can be reached on 571 -272-2269. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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